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Women File Sex Abuse Lawsuit Against Carpinteria
Church

POSTED: 10:21 AM PDT Mar 20, 2015 UPDATED: 09:40 AM PDT Mar 20, 2015 CARPINTERIA, Calif. -
Three women are suing Carpinteria Community Church and the Presbytery of Santa Barbara.

The women said church leaders ignored their sexual abuse complaints against former youth minister Louis
Bristol in order to protect its own reputation.

Bristol was convicted of sex crimes against two of the women.  He served a year in jail and is now a
registered sex offender.

Our newsroom has learned Bristol is working at the Goodwill store in downtown Santa Barbara.

He is named as a defendant in the lawsuit and declined a request for comment. 

The Holiday Inn Express in Carpinteria, where Bristol also worked, is named in the lawsuit.

The victims claim Bristol brought them there and sexually abused them.

Attorney Tim Hale is representing the victims.

He has sued and won sexual abuse cases against the Boy Scouts of America and the Franciscan Friars.

Hale said the Carpinteria Community Church and its overseeing body, the Presbytery of Santa Barbara,
could have prevented the women's abuse by reporting their claims to law enforcement.

"There were reports of what he was doing back in 2004 and 2005 that unfortunately were not acted on by
church leadership other than to let him know that they had been reported. They should have reported it to
law enforcement and, had they done that that, would have stopped this abuse from taking place," Hale
said.

He said Bristol worked for the church for eight years before he was arrested.

"He was working as a leader in youth church group where he gained access to all three girls. One girl
spoke out during a youth group meeting at that time and that is what eventually brought law enforcement
in," Hale said.

The Carpinteria Community Church issued the following statement about the lawsuit:

"The Church first learned of Mr. Bristol's actions on February 21, 2013, when one of the victims reported
them in the presence of a Church employee and a Sheriff. Mr. Bristol was placed in administrative leave
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the following day and subsequently terminated as a church employee. We have cooperated fully with the
authorities throughout this situation and will continue to do so. Out of respect for the privacy of those
involved and because this matter is in litigation, we are unable to comment further. Our thoughts and
prayers remain with all involved."
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